
NEWS UPDATE – 26 September 2022

The Palestinian Association for Empowerment and Development—REFORM welcomes you to
its weekly news update. For those following us since we began publishing it, we started
sharing it during COVID-19 as a way to keep us all connected and up to date with the
happenings in Palestine during a time of disconnect. Today, and after more than 2-years of
sharing it with you every Monday and Thursday, this news update has become an essential
part of our partnership. We THANK YOU for continuing to be part of our news update
community!

And for those who don’t know us, here is a short description about us: REFORM was
established in 2012 by a group of young social and political activists, seeking to create a new
approach for social development in Palestine by combating existing social gaps, challenging
power relations and combating all forms of violence, exclusiveness, discrimination and
asymmetrical access to public services and facilities - on the basis of gender, age group,
religion, geographical origin and other classifications.

Photo Credit: https://www.facebook.com/RayaFm/photos/6024568790886531

https://www.facebook.com/RayaFm/photos/6024568790886531


Official reactions to the situation in Jerusalem

Today, the Palestinian presidents media office issued a statement condemning the occupation
forces and settlers invading the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem’s Old City and
attacking and arresting worshippers. Presidential spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeineh said in a
statement that “the storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque by the occupation forces and settlers warns
of an escalation that would lead to an explosion and more tension and violence”. Abu
Rudeinah also held the Israeli government fully responsible for this dangerous escalation and
its repercussions. Sources: Palestinian Presidents Website, Wafa News Agency and Raya News
Network

Jordan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates today condemned the Israeli settlers’
storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem under heavy. The Ministry's spokesperson, Haitham
Abu Alfoul, said that ”the escalation of violations at the Mosque, and the surrounding Islamic
cemeteries, are considered blatant and unacceptable infringements of the international law
and the legal and historical status quo of Jerusalem and its sanctity”. Source: Jordan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Website

The situation at Al Aqsa mosque today was condemned by Palestinian officials who called for
international support and urgent action to prevent the situation from deteriorating. This
includes the Ministry of Jerusalem Affairs Fadi Al-Hadmi who stated that the events in Al-Aqsa
Mosque are dangerous escalations. He added that ”This is an attempt to implement the
temporal and spatial division in Al Aqsa”. While the National People's Congress for Jerusalem,
published a statement saying “this aggression carries hidden intentions to impose control over
Al-Aqsa Mosque”. While the Head of the Jerusalem Department at the Palestine Liberation
Organisation Adnan Al-Husseini held the Israeli government responsible for the consequences
of the dangerous escalation surrounding the region. He explained that “Al-Aqsa Mosque
throughout history has been the spark that lead the region to dangerous escalations”. Source:
The Ministry of Jerusalem Affairs website, the National People's Congress for Jerusalem
website and the Jerusalem Department at the PLO



Several attacks and arrests by the Israeli occupying forces took place across Palestine:

1. Today, the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem were invaded by
hundreds settlers. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

2. Today, worshippers at Al Aqsa mosque were assaulted and 5 arrested. Sources: Wafa
News Agency and Raya News Network

3. Today, dozens of worshippers performed Dhuhr prayer in the streets of the old city of
Jerusalem after being prevented from entering Al Aqsa Mosque Sources: Wafa News
Agency and Raya News Network

4. Today, 30 Palestinian prisoners continue their hunger strike in refusal of administrative
detention. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network

5. Today, Palestinian lands had open fire in the east of Khan Yunis, south of the Gaza Strip.
Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network
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Local News

Speaking at the weekly cabinet meeting held in Ramallah, the Palestinian Prime
Minister Dr. Mohammad Shtayyeh stated today “no matter what economic reforms are carried
out by the Palestinian Authority, with the occupation still in place, the financial crisis is bound to
continue”. In his speech, Shtayyeh also mentioned that during his participation in the Ad Hoc
Liaison Committee (AHLC) meeting of donor countries held in New York, he informed the 30
participating countries of the violations of the Occupation. He also mentioned the administrative,
financial and institutional reforms that are being taken by the Palestinian Authority. Shtayyeh
continued to state that the unemployment rate in Palestine decreased from 26% to
24%. He also added that “the Palestinian economy will achieve a growth of about 3.5% by the end
of this year and spending this year remained at the level of spending last year, while the
monetary and banking system continues to recover from the Corona pandemic, which indicates
the strength of the Palestinian banking system”. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News
Network. Sources: Wafa News Agency and Raya News Network
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The Human Rights & Democracy Media Center “SHAMS”, in cooperation with the Canadian
Women's Foundation organised a ceremony to sign a charter of honor to enhance the
presence of women in the public space and support their political activism. The charter aims
to promote women’s abilities and opportunities of reaching decision-making positions in
different sectors, through supporting their active presence in the public space, encouraging
their political participation and combating the oppressive culture in the sphere. The ceremony
was attended by representatives of Palestinian political parties, ministries, security services,
women’s institutions, civil society institutions, media agencies, feminist and political figures,
academics and journalists. Source: The Human Rights & Democracy Media Center “SHAMS”


